
SYLLABUS 

Course title: In the Carpathians years ago. Anthropology faces historical sources.  

Type: workshop. 

Credit hours (ETCS): 5.  

Level: A course for 1
st
 year students, 1 semester.  

Classes: Tuesday, 16.30-18.00.  

 

Olga Linkiewicz, MA 

ollin@gazeta.pl 

+48 501369201 

 

DESCRIPTION 

Our workshop will focus on the problem of revealing the images of the past using two main 

types of sources: guidebooks and memoirs. We will concentrate on experiences of tourists and 

travellers who were exploring mountains or visiting health resorts in the 19
th

 and the first half 

of the 20
th

 century in the Eastern Carpathian Mountains. During the classes we are going to 

analyse and compare these two different kinds of materials. At the beginning students will 

gain general knowledge which makes the content understandable.  

 

COURSE REQUIREMENTS 

Students are graded on the quality of work. Grades are based on class participation and short 

texts (ca 5 pp) or 15-20 min. speeches.  

 

COURSE SCHEDULE  

 

1. Introduction to the course. The aim of the workshop.  

 

2. The modernisation processes during the 19
th

 century and the interwar period. Changes 

in the lifestyle. New areas of interest (the sciences and the humanities). Seeing and 

describing folklore and local tradition as a result of these changes.  

 

 

 



3. Ethnography about the Eastern Carpathians (Kolberg, Fisher, Szuchewicz, 

Kubijowicz, Celewicz, Gąsiorowski, Falkowski, Kaindl, Schnaider and others). 

Ethnographic fieldwork.  

 

4. Ten Hutsuls with axes. “Discovering” the Eastern Carpathians in the 19
th

 century. 

Visiting health resorts. First attempts to ascend. Travelogues, diaries and other 

descriptions: mountains as a wild region. Reports and their content: the images of 

nature and people.  

 

5. Being a tourist in that period: the style of life and spending free time. Organising 

tourism – infrastructure, clubs and associations (Polskie Towarzystwo Tatrzańskie, 

Ukraińskie Towarzystwo Krajoznawczo-Turystyczne „Płaj‟). Mountaineering patterns. 

Journals and periodicals (Pamiętnik Towarzystwa Tatrzańskiego, Wierchy, Kłos, 

Wędrowiec, Nasza Batkiwszczyna, Ukrainśkij Beskid). Museums and different events 

in the interwar period.  

 

6. Going on organized tours. The Eastern Carpathians in guidebooks. Mieczysław 

Orłowicz and others. What is the tourist supposed to see?  

 

7. What I remember: the Eastern Carpathians in memoirs. The processes of 

reconstructing past. Working with the text.  

 

8. Mythologize about the past. The Eastern Carpathians as a part of Kresy myth. Its main 

features in different sources.  

 

9. Other useful materials (photographs, postcards and letters, novels and stories).  

 

10. More theory: the ways to interpret materials (anthropology and history).  

 

 

 

 

 

 



Most of the texts will be divided into few groups / persons according to their interests. 
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